
 

SERMON - Value Your Life; Beware of Greed, Luke 12 (Scripture reading: Romans 8:5-7) 
 
"13Someone in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” 14But 
He said to him, “Man, who appointed Me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15Then He said to them, “Beware, 
and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life 
consist of his possessions.” 16And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man was very 
productive. 17“And he began reasoning to himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no place to store my 
crops?’ 18“Then he said, ‘This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods. 19‘And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many 
years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’ 20“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night 
your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?’ 21“So is the man who stores up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” (Luke 12:13-21) 
 

- What do we learn from this?  
 

1. Greed Misses a Golden Opportunity: "Who appointed Me a judge or arbitrator over you"?  
a. But Jesus gives the man a gift. Greed makes you diminish the value of life. "Be on your guard 

against every form of greed; for not even when one  has an abundance does his life consist of 
his possessions."  What does that mean? Loving the material world, fighting over inheritances, 
laying up treasures only on earth, devalues your life. Your life is more and you don't see it.  

i. Greed is covetousness, covetous desire. Jesus judged him as greedy. 
b. He could have asked about how to be saved? He could have been a Zaccheus. He could have 

asked about the glories of heaven. He could have pledged His allegience to follow Him 
wherever.   But his mind was on possessions.  

c. A man with his thoughts on spiritual things would hardly waste the opportunity to speak with the 
greatest teacher the world has known on something trivial.  

d. Do people come to church to learn how to better this life? Do they come to make business 
contacts? Do they come as insurance against an otherwise worldly life? Do they come from 
obligation or only because of pressure?  

e. "For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing." (Lk 12:23).  
f. So be on guard against Greed so that you know real worth 

 
2. Ways we Reduce the Value of Valuable Things 

a. Sexual sins: "For on account of a harlot one is reduced to a loaf of bread, And an adulteress 
hunts for the precious life." (Pro. 6:26) 

i. Why do marriages fall apart and why are children orphaned?  
b. Betraying Jesus: Judas' sold His Savior for 30 pieces of silver.  
c. Merchandising the Gospel: It is the devil's temptation devalue the most precious things:  Paul 

talked about "men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a 
means of gain. 6But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by 
contentment. 7For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it 
either. 8If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. 9But those who want to 
get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men 
into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by 
longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs." (1 
Tim. 6:5-10). 



 

i. Pictured in opposition to each other is faith and longing for riches. When you run to one, 
your back is to the other.  

ii. Don't think in your mind, because it's a fool's bargain, that you'll get this accumulation 
out of the way so that later I'll have much more time and things to offer to God.  

d. Profiting When you should be resting and worshiping: Skipping worship to make a few more 
dollars is a calculation. Is God not worthy of your hours?  

i. God certainly isn't saying you earn eternal life, but there must be time in your busy life 
that is carved out for the kingdom of God.  

ii. Laying up treasures on earth: Building business is fine, but you don't get to give all of 
your valuable time to building the business.  When you do, you say to God your time is 
too valuable to let it go for a period of worship or for serving in the church.  This is a real 
problem. I don't want to sound to harsh, don't want to over burden you with guilt, but we 
simply have to give this more thought. 

e. Choosing human wisdom: Lifting up human traditions devalues the Bible. "22For indeed Jews 
ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a 
stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God." (1 Cor. 1:22-24).  

i. If we turn to trying to appeal to the unconverted by offering them signs and wisdom, we 
have made a wrong calculation that the word of the cross is not power. We must value 
what is truly valuable.  

f. Let us be careful because what WE value may not be what God deems valuable.  
 

3. A Parable About Being Rich for Self and Poor Towards God 
a. "16And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man was very productive. 17“And he 

began reasoning to himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?’ 
18“Then he said, ‘This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and 
there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19‘And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many 
goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’ 20“But God 
said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what 
you have prepared?’ 21“So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God.” (Lk 12:16-21) 

i. Again, "so is the man who stores up treasures for himself, and is not rich toward God" 
ii. He knows the value of things: The farmer thinks it would be a crime to miss the 

opportunity given him with this VERY PRODUCTIVE farm land. As they say, "strike while 
the iron is hot". Conditions are favorable.  Time is of essence so much so that there's not 
even time for praying, certainly not time for pausing to rest and worship. All of his 
thoughts and plans into the future extend out to a comfortable retirement.  

iii. He talks to His soul and does not talk to God.  It is not only faithless, it is short-sighted. 
James warned against such an arrogant attitude: "13Come now, you who say, “Today or 
tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in 
business and make a profit.” 14Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. 
You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. 15Instead, 
you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that.” 16But as it is, 
you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil. 17Therefore, to one who knows 
the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin" (James 4:13-17).  

iv. He is a beggar before God: You are not rich towards God. "So is the man who stores 
up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” v21 



 

b. The consequences. "You fool. Your soul is required of you this night." 
i. In the morning your family will find that your soul is gone and someone else will take 

over your barns and possessions.  
ii. I don't know where this farmer went because Christians aren't always acting wisely. But 

this kind of carnal choosing may very well deceive the person who has become entirely 
faithless. 

4. So what can we do? It's hard to keep everything in perspective.  
a. Know Greed and Coveting will destroy the Soul. The man who came and asked Jesus to 

arbitrate over an inheritance, hopefully went home and thought more in the big picture because 
GREED was going to destroy him. 

b. Pray first. Pray for wisdom. Discernment. See if it is God's will. 
c. Be sure the things of God, worship, giving, time, sacrifices, etc are not put on the back burner 

because the materialism is so demanding.  
d. Be an example, Mothers and fathers, think about the message you send to your children. If 

pursuit of this world is seen by them as first place, they may give God no place. 
e. Suffer for Jesus as a disciple: "11 Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, 

and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12“Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you" (James 5:11-12).  

f. Know your true value and what has true worth. Grow in faith: it takes faith to see the surpassing 
value of heavenly treasures. "Now remain faith, hope, and love."  

g. Be faithful when you have little:  "10Whoever is faithful with very little will also be faithful with 
much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11If, then, you 
have not been faithful with worldly wealth, who will entrust you with true riches?" Luke 16 

h.  


